WILLIAM MORELL
once was enough to play such a trick as this upon secretaries
of State.
This man was as great a gallant as anyone we have ever
heard of, for his story informs us that he had no less than
six wives living at one time in different parts of the kingdom,
it being customary with him to marry for the sake of enjoy-
ing his desires when he could prevail upon the woman he
had a fancy to no other way.
There was scarce a character to be thought of in which
Morell did not at one time or other appear, and always with
success; sometimes he was a fortune-teller and astrologer,
sometimes a decayed gentleman, sometimes a clergyman,
and sometimes a foreigner who left his own country for
the sake of religion. There was no shape, no pretence that
might move pity but he put on, and never failed of gaining
belief. Not a few times he was a man of great fortune,
and made love to the richest young ladies he could hear
of, having his servants at his heels, like our modern Irish
fortune hunters, there being always men wicked enough to
assist in such enterprises, with a view to sharing in the booty.
Two or three virtuous women he married and ruined by
these means, besides making a great many cuckolds, and
winning abundance to his desires who never submitted to
the common ceremony, most of whom he wheedled out of
a pretty deal of money and afterwards blasted their char-
acters, taking care to let their husbands know their foibles,
if they were married, or, if they were single, to send an account
of his success to their friends or sweethearts, if they had any.
He continued these practices so long in every part of the
country that it was become dangerous for him to continue
them any longer, Several gentlemen made inquiry after
him, in order to have him punished for personating them
in places where they had interest and were not personally
known, by which means he imposed upon abundance of
tradesmen and cheated them of their goods. In short, he
had no hopes left of hiding himself anywhere but in London.
Being in town, and having got such information as was
necessary for his proceeding, he applied himself for lodging